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Editorial

On 19 December 2022, a potentially landmark agreement for multilateral environmental
aspirations was reached with the adoption, under the aegis of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), of the new Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (Kunming-
Montreal Framework or Global Biodiversity Framework) and other accords as a
transformative roadmap for the current decade to curb biodiversity loss and environmental
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degradation.
 
The new Kunming-Montreal Framework to align global, regional, national and subnational
commitments and efforts is of the utmost importance for Latin America and the Caribbean,
one of the world’s most biologically and culturally rich regions, which face enormous social,
economic and environmental challenges. The biodiversity crisis is one of today’s greatest
planetary crises and is interrelated with other cascading crises and challenges, including
climate change, worsening poverty and inequality, social and geopolitical conflicts and health-
related risks. The disconnect between economic growth and social and environmental well-
being also requires structural changes that integrate the three interdependent pillars of
sustainable development, whose transformative potential lies in combining the economic,
social and environmental dimensions (Harris and others, 2023).
 
For this reason, we devote this bulletin to a review of the contributions of biodiversity to the
region’s development and well-being and to the new multilateral biodiversity Framework
recently adopted; it is estimated, for example, that “environmental income” from forest and
non-forest extraction in rural households in the region accounts for 31% of total income, a
higher proportion than in any other region of the world. The bulletin reviews the context of the
negotiations, the main strengths and challenges of the new Global Biodiversity Framework,
the rights-based approach, synergy between the Framework and the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, the potential contribution of the United Nations economic regions
in promoting the cross-sectoral mainstreaming of biodiversity and the potential contribution of
the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) to addressing the
main biodiversity challenges in Latin America and the Caribbean.
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Biodiversity “silently” sustains humanity’s well-being
 
Human well-being depends to a large extent on the goods and services provided by
biodiversity and its ecosystems, a concept known as “nature’s contributions to people” and
also as “ecosystem services” (IPBES, 2019). However, biodiversity processes are in many
ways “silent” and “invisible” (hard to see), difficult to quantify at different levels (genes,
species and ecosystems) and widely variable through time. This partly explains why
modern human societies have not included nature as a strategic component in
development planning, institutions and the market (Dasgupta, 2021).
 
Unlike other processes, such as ozone thinning or climate change, which may yet be
reversible, the biodiversity crisis in certain places is of such a magnitude that the
accumulating changes in ecosystem richness, structure and function are at potentially
irreversible levels or have already reached irreversibility (IPBES, 2018 and 2019).
Scientists, civil society organizations and governments have issued numerous warnings
about the delay in prioritizing addressing the crisis of biodiversity loss and environmental
degradation and have underscored the seriousness of its potential consequences.
Inaction or insufficient action is due in part to the difficulty of implementing cross-cutting
responses in a systemic manner. Although there are multiple policy instruments that
address different areas of production and consumption individually, there has been a
delay in the full implementation of those policies in the region (UNEP, 2020). Image 1
compares the impact of a coherent interlinked system of change to the current inertial or
business-as-usual approach.

Image 1 
Model of the impact of a system of coherent and interlinked changes



Source: Prepared by the authors, on the basis of PEW Charitable Trusts/SYSTEMIQ, Breaking the Plastic
Wave: A comprehensive assessment of pathways towards stopping ocean plastic pollution, 2020. The
business-as-usual trajectory reflects the current inertial approach.
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sectoriales y experiencias regionales” en la Octava Conferencia Ministerial sobre la Sociedad de la
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La CEPAL y la UE organizan diálogos virtuales multiactor para la implementación temprana del Marco
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La CEPAL y la SEMARNAT invitaron a reflexionar sobre los primeros hallazgos del diagnóstico del vínculo
entre los incentivos públicos del agua y la biodiversidad
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